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ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SCS-03 SCA-01 L-02 H-02 SY-05 PRS-01 
( ISO ) W 

045293 

R081230Z APR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TANANARIVE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7131 

CONFIDENTIAL TANANARIVE 0647 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASC, MA (REPPAS, GEORGE) 

SUBJECT: WAV REPPAS' DISAPPEARANCE 

REF: A. TANANARIVE 0621; B. TANANARIVE 0584 

1. NEWS OF REPPAS DEPARTURE FROM EMBASSY SPREADING IN 
TANANARIVE DESPITE GOMR SILENCE AND POSSIBLE CENSORSHIP OF 
ISSUE FROM LOCAL NEWSPAPERS. TWO RESIDENT AMERICANS AND ONE 
EMBASSY LOCAL EMPLOYEE HAVE ASKED MEMBERS OF STAFF IF RUMOR 
IS TRUE. CONSULAR OFFICER RECEIVED CALL FROM REPORTER OF 
OFFICIAL MAD PRESS NEWS AGENCY MORNING APRIL 7 ASKING IF 
REPPAS STILT. PHYSICALLY PRESENT AT EMBASSY. CONSULAR OFFICER 
RESPONDED THAT REPPAS NOT IN BUILDING, BUT CUT OFF FURTHER 
QUESTIONING BY SAYING HE WOULD CALL REPORTER BACK. 

2. EMBASSY THEN CONTACTED DIRECTOR OF PENAL SERVICES CLAUDE 
RATSIMIHENA, GAVE HIM NAME AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF REPORTER 
AND SUGGESTED THAT MINISTRY OF JUSTICE CONTACT REPORTER, 

SINCE IT WOULD BE IN BETTER POSITION TO KNOW WHAT INFORMATION 
GOMR WISHED TO RELEASE AT THIS TIME CONCERNING REPPAS. 
RATSIMIHENA AGREED IN PRINCIPLE, BUT MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE 
WOULD NOT BE ONE TO DEAL WITH PRESS. 

3. AT BEGINNING OF CONVERSATION RATSIMIHENA ASKED CONSULAR 
OFFICER IF EMBASSY HAD ANY INFORMATION ON REPPAS’ WHERE- 
ABOUTS. WHEN CONSULAR OFFICER RESPONDED NO, RATSIMIHENA 
POINTED OUT THAT THEY UNDERSTOOD EMBASSY HAD BEEN INFORMED 
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REPPAS IN MAJUNGA. CONSULAR OFFICER SAID THAT EMBASSY HAD 
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NO WAY OF VERFYING INFORMATION WHICH COULD BE SIMPLY RUMOR, 

SO HAD SENT PERSON WITH INFORMATION DIRECTLY TO MINISTRY 
(REFTEL A). RATSIMIHENA SAID THAT REPPAS WAS SEEN IN 
MAJUNGA, BUT WAS NOW GONE, LEADING TO BELIEF THAT HE HAS 
SOMEHOW LEFT COUNTRY. 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT: EMBASSY DOUBTS THAT STORY OF REPPAS 
ESCAPE ATTEMPT CAN BE KEPT FROM PUBLIC VERY MUCH LONGER. 

ALTHOUGH TOO EARLY TO BE CERTAIN, RATSIMIHENA STATEMENT THAT 
REPPAS ALREADY OUT OF COUNTRY IS GOOD POSSIBILITY. END 
COMMENT. 

MENDENHALL 
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